
 

 
Grandm�'�   Memorie�   of   VE   Da�   b�   Luis�   Besie�  

 
Ho�   ol�   wer�   yo�   o�   VE   da�?   
I   wa�   11   yea��   ol�   an�   livin�   i�   Blackbur�   Lancashir�.   
 
Wha�   d�   yo�   remembe�?   
W�   live�   o�   �   mai�   roa�   s�   ther�   wa�   n�   stree�   pa�t�   nea�   m�,   bu�   I   remembe�   m�   friend�  
ge�in�   read�   fo�   thei�   stree�   pa�tie�.   W�   listene�   t�   Churchil�   o�   th�   radi�   o�   wireles�   a�  
w�   use�   t�   cal�   i�.   I   mainl�   remembe�   th�   son��   tha�   wer�   sun�.   Especiall�   b�   Ver�   Ly�.   I  
ha�   enjoye�   listenin�   an�   learnin�   al�   th�   musi�   fro�   tha�   tim�,   Gle�   Mille�   wa�   �  
favourit�   of   min�.   Ther�   wer�   Unio�   Jac�'�   everywher�   an�   ther�   wa�   �   hug�   sens�   of  
relief   fo�   peopl�   an�   hop�   tha�   thin��   woul�   ge�   be�e�.   A   barrag�   balloo�   tha�   wa�   alwa��  
i�   th�   sk�   an�   visibl�   fro�   ou�   dinin�   roo�   windo�   suddenl�   vanishe�.   
 

 
 
 
D�   yo�   hav�   an�   memorie�   fro�   th�   Wa�?  
I   remembe�   m�   schoo�   wa�   move�   fro�   tow�   centr�   t�   th�   outski�t�   jus�   befor�   I   wen�  
ther�.   I�   move�   t�   �   ver�   bi�   hous�   calle�   "Tro�".   I   conside�   m�self   t�   b�   ver�   fo�tunat�  
tha�   I   wen�   ther�,   i�   wa�   surrounde�   b�   gree�   field�   an�   farmlan�   an�   th�   hous�   ha�   ver�  
extensiv�   ground�.   S�   muc�   s�   whe�   brea�   cam�   w�   ha�   �   jo�   t�   hea�   th�   bel�   callin�   u�  
bac�   i�   clas�.   Th�   ai�   wa�   lovel�   a�   Billing�   En�   compare�   t�   tow�   wit�   th�   smo�   whic�  



wa�   awfu�   i�   th�   tow�   centr�.   Th�   downsid�   wa�   th�   ti�   chemica�   toilet�   whic�   wer�  
emptie�   onc�   �   wee�.   I�   summe�   i�   wa�   wo�s�!   I   hardl�   eve�   use�   the�.   Instea�   I   ra�  
uphil�   abou�   15   min�   t�   th�   bu�   sto�   t�   g�   hom�   fo�   lunc�.   Dashin�   ou�   of   schoo�   a�   12noo�   I  
ha�   t�   b�   bac�   b�   1.15p�,   I   ha�   half   a�   hou�   i�   th�   hous�   an�   if   I   misse�   th�   bu�,   whic�  
happene�   a�   leas�   onc�   �   wee�,   I   ha�   20   min�.   Howeve�,   I   walke�   t�   schoo�   an�   bac�   hom�  
ever�   da�   acr�s�   th�   par�   fro�   Eas�   Par�   roa�   t�   Wes�   Par�   roa�.   I�   wa�   �   hug�   par�  
an�   �   lovel�   on�   to�,   Bowlin�   Gree�,   tenni�   cou�t�,   Italia�   Garde�,   sweepin�   dell�,  
conservator�,   pla�   are�.   W�   wer�   luck�   t�   liv�   wher�   w�   di�.   M�   Uncl�   Charle�   an�  
Aunti�   Emil�   live�   i�   Londo�   wit�   thei�   so�   Davi�   an�   the�   wer�   evacuate�   t�   Ne�  
Brighto�,   whic�   wa�   �   bi�   funn�   bein�   s�   cl�s�   t�   Liverpoo�!   Blackbur�   was�'�   bombe�   bu�  
I   soo�   go�   use�   t�   tellin�   th�   di�erenc�   betwee�   th�   soun�   of   th�   Britis�   plane�   an�   th�  
Germa�   plane�   flyin�   ove�   t�   bom�   Liverpoo�   an�   Mancheste�.   
 

 
 
I   recal�   on�   da�   I   wa�   walkin�   alon�   th�   Broa�   Wal�   i�   th�   par�   o�   m�   ow�   whe�  
suddenl�   I   hear�   a�   aeroplan�'�   engin�   failin�   an�   realise�   i�   wa�   crashin�   cl�s�   b�.   I   se�   o�  
runnin�   toward�   tha�   directio�   an�   arrive�   t�   se�   i�   crashe�.   Th�   polic�   quickl�   arrive�   an�  
cordone�   th�   are�   o�   an�   I   neve�   foun�   ou�   wh�   o�   wha�   plan�   i�   wa�,   i�   seeme�   al�   hushe�  
u�.   I   remembe�   havin�   t�   g�   aroun�   i�   th�   dar�   wit�   jus�   �   torc�,   ou�   cu�tain�   ha�   t�   b�  
blackou�   a�   showin�   eve�   �   chin�   of   ligh�   wa�   forbidde�.   I   als�   remembe�   tha�   w�   did�'�  
hav�   muc�   du�   t�   rationin�.   M�   olde�   siste�,   wh�   wa�   18,   wen�   t�   b�   �   lan�   gir�   i�  
Westmorlan�   an�   Cumberlan�   (no�   Cumbri�).    Sh�   go�   marrie�   t�   th�   farme��   so�   an�  
neve�   cam�   hom�.  

 


