
Philip astley 
Philip Astley is considered the creator of the modern 
circus. He was born on January 8, 1742 in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, in the West Midlands, 
England,he is the son of Edward Astley. 
It has until recently been thought that Astley invented 
the idea of the circus ring by being the first trick-rider 
to ride in a circle. He was a sergeant major in the 
Fifthteenth Light Dragoons.Astley’s first displays of 
trick horse-riding were in the open air at Half Penny 
Hatch just south of Westminster Bridge in London.His 
wife Patty provided musical accompaniment on a drum 
and also performed on horseback.Their first 
performance was on Easter Monday, 4 April, 
1768.Astley’s circus performers included a strongman 
called Signor Colpi and a clown called Mr 
Merryman.Astley never called his entertainment a 
circus. The word was coined by Charles Dibdin and 

Charles Hughes who established the rival 
Royal Circus. Astley died on 27 January 1814 and was 
buried in Pere Lachaise Cemetery, Paris. 


